
GRADES K–6

Assessment 
Brochure



Student Magazine 
Assessments
Student Magazine Assessment opportunities are embedded throughout the 
student text. Students are encouraged to think critically about various topics          
or apply their reading and social studies skills in these activities.
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Legends and scales. Are we talking 
about dragons or about maps? 
Both! Hundreds of years ago, 
mapmakers drew the parts of the 
world that they knew. Some drew 
legendary creatures – dragons, 
monsters, and sea serpents – 
beyond the places they knew. One 
globe even has the words “There 
Be Dragons.” Today, people know 
much more about the world.

On a map, the legend is a key. 
Small pictures or symbols on 
the map represent things, and 
the legend tells you what those 
things are. Many maps use the 
same symbols. A red cross may 
mean a hospital. A dollar sign may 
indicate a bank. And, on a map, a 
scale is not part of a dragon. It’s a 
way to show the real distance.

Legend
The legend shows what the 
symbols, or small pictures, 
on the map mean.

READING 
MAPS

Use this legend to find 
a water fountain. How 

many are there? 
Find the water fountain 

that is closest to the 
first aid station. 

TRY THIS!

Compass Rose
This is a direction 
marker. Arrows or 
lines point to north, 
south, east, west, 
and the places in 
between. 

Scale
The scale shows what 
a distance on the map 
is equal to in the real 
world. One inch on the 
map is the same as 
100 feet on Earth. 

To get from the 
ticket booth to the 

roller coaster, in 
which direction 
would you have 
to walk? Is the 

entrance east or 
west of the 

bumper cars?

TRY THIS!

Use a ruler to figure 
out distance on the 

map. How many 
inches is it from the 
Ferris wheel to the 
entrance? How far 
is that in the real 

world? How far is it 
from the parking lot 

to the carousel?

TRY THIS!

Legend

mapping_our_world_6-7_v3.indd   2 2/24/17   9:10 AM
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Inset 
Sometimes you want a 
closer look at something. 
You need an inset map, a 
small map set inside a larger 
one, to get more detail. Can 
you find the sand castle in 
the mini golf course?
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l ABRAHAM LINCOLN 
had a hard life as a 
pioneer boy. When 
his parents moved 
to the Northwest 
Territory in 1816, 
they did not even 
build a log cabin. 
For most of the 
winter they stayed 
in a three-sided 
shelter made of 
logs and branches.

l AS MORE 
settlers moved 
west, new states, 
like Kentucky 
and Tennessee, 
were formed. The 
population of the 
Northwest Territory 
grew, too, includ-
ing the area that 
would become 
Ohio. More people 
began traveling on 
the Ohio River, as 
well as other rivers 
in the area. Towns 
sprang up along 
these waterways. 
One of them was 
Marietta, in what 
is now Ohio, which 
became an import-
ant trading center 
for the Northwest 
Territory.

l SOME FREE 
African Americans 
moved to the 
Northwest Territory, 
where slavery had 
been outlawed in 
1787. One of them 
was John Malvin, 
who became cap-
tain of a canal boat 
in 1840. He didn’t 

r GETTING UP 
early was a way 
of life for pioneers. 
Men, women, and 
children had dif-
ferent jobs to do. 
For example, men 
and boys looked 
after the crops in 
the fields. Women 
and girls did many 
chores: cooking, 
sewing, nursing, 
washing clothes, 
and even teaching. 
Everyone took 
care of the farm 
animals.

How does your 
life compare to 
a pioneer kid’s 
life? If you could, 
would you go back 
in time and trade 
places? Why or 
why not?

United States, 1800

just transport pas-
sengers and goods. 
He also used 
the boat to carry 
enslaved people to 
freedom along the 
Ohio River and 
Erie Canal.

new_nation_8-9.indd   17 1/20/17   10:45 AM
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Teacher’s Guide Lesson 
Assessments
Formative Assessment lesson prompts can be found throughout each lesson in 
the Teacher’s Guide. These prompts encourage students to identify main ideas, 
make inferences, compare and contrast, analyze visuals, formulate explanations, 
use vocabulary, make connections, and more.

PAGES 
10–11  

Visual Literacy
Direct students to the image of the Declaration of Independence on 
Magazine pp. 10–11. What did the Second Continental Congress call 
this document? The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united States 
of America Explain to students that the word unanimous means that 
everyone is in agreement. Ask students why they think the writers 
included the word unanimous in the document. They wanted to let Britain 
know they were united in their decision to become independent. Whose 
signature stands out the most? John Hancock What other names do you 
recognize? Responses will vary.

C   itizenship Feature

Defending Freedom Remind students that the signers of the 
Declaration of Independence put themselves in great danger to stand 
up for what they believed in. Discuss with students the ways that 
citizens can defend freedom in small ways every day. Invite volunteers 
to name some ways that other Americans have defended freedom 
throughout our nation’s history. Direct students to the Citizenship 
Feature  Defending Freedom. Have students read and complete 
the feature with a partner. Partners will have the opportunity to create 
an informative poster about how people can help defend freedom in 
nonviolent ways in their everyday lives. Invite volunteers to share and 
discuss their posters with the class.  ELA W.5.2, SL.5.1

Make Inferences Why was it important for delegates from all of the 
colonies to sign the Declaration of Independence? That would show that 
the colonies were unified in supporting the Declaration. It would send a 
message to the colonists and also to King George III that many people in the 
colonies believed in independence and were ready to fight to defend it.

HSS 5. 5

Assess

INTEGRATED ENGLISH LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT

Explain that in group discussions, students need to listen attentively, 
ask for clarification, and contribute their own thoughts. Provide 
s  tudents with the following levels of support to facilitate the 
discussion.

• Emerging Provide the discussion questions in advance. Explain 
them to students. Have students write their responses before 
sharing them with the group.

• Expanding Direct students to clarify their classmates’ ideas by 
asking: I don’t understand that. Could you explain or give an example?

• Bridging Direct students to connect their ideas to the ideas of 
others in the group either by disagreeing, agreeing, or agreeing and 
adding more information.   ELD PI.5.1

Meet with small groups or individuals who need more intensive support. 
Model strategies for participation. Have students practice entering the 
conversation by commenting on one person’s point and adding their own 
perspective.

 Collaborative Discussion Rubric for ELD
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A book about the 
past is a secondary 
source. The historian 
used primary sources 
to write it, but did 
not experience the 
events. A book like 
this can give you lots 
of information about 
life in the past.

 This statue is a 
secondary source. 
It was made in the 
present, not the past. 
The artist who made it 
used information from 
primary sources and 
secondary sources 
to show what people 
wore and how they 
lived in the past. 

family_history_16-17.indd   3 2/27/17   12:15 PM

Critical Thinking Skills: Use Primary and 
Secondary Sources
Reinforce the difference between primary and secondary sources, using 
the sources shown on this spread.

• Draw a T-chart on the board, with the headings Primary Sources 
and Secondary Sources.

• Work with children to list examples of primary sources as shown 
on this spread. Remind them that primary sources are documents 
or objects from the actual time in the past. Point out that primary 
sources can also include things people tell about what the past 
was like.

• Repeat the process for secondary sources. Remind children that 
secondary sources are articles or other objects that were created 
after an event by people who were not there when it happened.

HSS 2.1.1; CST 2, 3; REP 1

INTEGRATED ENGLISH LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT Work with 
children in small groups to complete a copy of the T-chart. Work through 
the page, discussing one pictured item at a time. Reinforce vocabulary 
through close reading as you prompt them with questions. For example, 
focus attention on the captioned photo at the top of Magazine p. 17 and 
ask questions like the following: What do you see in the photograph? 
Who wrote the book? Was the historian there when he or she wrote about 
the events that happened? Is the book a primary source or a secondary 
source?

 Critical Thinking Skills: Use Primary and Secondary Sources

LEARN MORE ONLINE! 

Learn more about how to use primary and secondary sources. 

Primary and Secondary Sources 

Encourage children to ask each other questions about the 
information they gathered. Reinforce children’s understanding of 
academic vocabulary and concepts in the Magazine, by prompting 
them to elaborate or use more specific words, as they give responses 
that are too brief or general.  HSS 2.1.1, 2.1.2; CST 2, 3; REP 1, 2

Revisit Get Set to Read
Direct children to return to their completed anticipation guide (Get Set 
to Read) to see if their answers were correct. Guide them to complete 
the After Reading column, using the knowledge they gained from 
Family Histories.

Compare and Contrast How are primary and secondary sources 
alike? They both give information about past events. How are primary and 
secondary sources different? Primary sources come from people who were 
there when the events happened, but secondary sources were made later by 
people who were not there when the events happened.  CST 2; REP 1

Assess

INTEGRATED ENGLISH LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT

• Emerging Ask children to identify examples of primary sources on 
Magazine pp. 16–17 by pointing to the photographs. Then continue 
similarly with secondary sources, asking them to point to examples. 
Model for children first as needed. Use additional visuals to help 
children understand the volunteer suggestions. For example, a 
photograph of several animals being cared for in an animal shelter 
could help children understand the concept of shelter. Have children 
describe what they can in the photographs.

• Expanding Provide language support for children to explain the 
difference between a primary source and a secondary source, such 
as the following sentence frames: A primary source is from ; A 
secondary source came after .

• Bridging Ask children to describe what is happening in the 
photographs on Magazine pp. 16–17, using information from the text. 

 ELD PI.2.1

PAGES 
16–17  

Family Histories 25

Summative Assessment suggestions are provided at the end of each lesson. 
These skills-based questions are included to ensure student understanding 
before moving on to the next lesson.

HMH Into Social Studies   |   2



End-of-Magazine Assessments
End-of-Magazine Assessments, available in English and Spanish, measure 
student comprehension using a variety of critical-thinking and writing questions. 
These summative assessment options provide teachers the opportunity to 
evaluate individual learning at the end of each magazine.

Assessment

1. Which kind of area usually has many businesses,  

buildings, apartments, and homes?

A. rural B. suburban C. urban

Use the map to answer the questions below.

A

1

2

3

B C D

City Park

= Visitor’s Center

= Picnic Area

= Playground

= Walking Trail

= Bike Path

KEY

2. What is located at 2-B on the map?

 

3. How many picnic areas are there at City Park? How do you know?

 

 

Name

Grade 2
© Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. All rights reserved. 

Assessment

HMH KIDS DISCOVER

Location

Assessment (continued)

Draw lines to show where each label belongs on the map.

N

S

EW

4. Mexico

5. Canada

6. United States

7. Pacific Ocean

8. Atlantic Ocean

COMPELLING QUESTION Write your answer on a separate piece of paper.

How does my life fit on a map?

Name

Grade 2
© Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. All rights reserved. 
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LocationAssessment (continued)
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N

S

EW
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5. Canada

6. United States

7. Pacific Ocean

8. Atlantic Ocean

COMPELLING QUESTION Write your answer on a separate piece of paper.

How does my life fit on a map?

Name

Grade 2
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Assessment

HMH KIDS DISCOVER

Location

Online Magazine Assessments
Online Magazine Assessments are summative experiences for students to 
complete after reading each magazine. Ed: Your Friend in Learning® provides 
a user-friendly experience that enables students to take each interactive 
assessment online. Available in English and Spanish.

Online Magazine Assessments include:
• Reading Checks
• Interpret Charts
• Interpret Maps
• Interpret Timelines

• Interpret Graphs
• Analyze Literature
• Analyze Sources
• Analyze Visuals

3



End-of-Magazine Assessments Online Pre/Post Assessments
Online Pre/Post Assessments provide teachers with a glimpse of their Grades 
1–6 students’ content knowledge both before and after Into Social Studies™ 
implementation. Available in English and Spanish.

Online Benchmark Assessments
Online Benchmark Assessments, available in English and Spanish, measure students’ 
comprehension of content covered in multiple magazines. With both formative and 
summative assessment strategies, the Online Benchmark Assessment data can help 
guide content instruction for future lessons.

HMH Into Social Studies   |   4



Rubrics
A variety of rubrics are included for both teachers and students to use when 
completing performance tasks and participating in collaborative discussions. 
Students are given the opportunity to see what the performance expectations 
are, along with a tool to self-monitor their progress.

18

Activities

Imagine that you could inter-
view an explorer. What would 
you want to ask? With a part-
ner, think of some questions 
that would help you better 
understand the experiences of a 
particular explorer. Take turns 
playing the part of the inter-
viewer and the explorer. You 
might want to pretend you’re 
on a talk show! Each of you 
should have the chance to ask 
and answer questions as you act 
out the interview. 

Your job is to work in small 
groups to build a museum exhib-
it about a particular explorer. 
Create maps, artifacts, journal 
entries, and other items to tell the 
story of your explorer. Be sure to 
make your display interesting and 
eye-catching. Share your exhibit 
as part of a museum of explora-
tion. Encourage other groups to 
ask questions about your explorer.

BUILD AN EXHIBIT

INTERVIEW ROLE PLAY
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Build an Exhibit
Follow the steps to create museum display.

Step 1 Gather information about an explorer to plan your exhibit.
• Use the library media center to find out where your explorer was from, 

who sponsored his expedition, and what the goals of the voyage were.
• Decide which items to include in your exhibit—maps, artifacts, journal 

entries, or other items.

Step 2 Decide how to divide up the work within your group.

Step 3 Create all of the items for your exhibit; be sure to show where your explorer 
traveled and whether or not the expedition was successful. After you have 
created all of these items, double-check to make sure all of the information in 
your exhibit is accurate and complete. 

Step 4 Share your exhibit with others, and answer the questions they have about 
your explorer.

Rubric

Score 4 Score 3 Score 2 Score 1 
•    The exhibit includes 

several different 
types of items 
that each serves a 
different purpose.

•    Each item in the 
exhibit is informative 
and accurate.

•    The exhibit makes 
clear the explorer’s 
background, goals, 
where he explored, 
and whether he was 
successful.

•    Students answer 
their classmates’ 
questions accurately.

•    The exhibit includes 
several different 
types of items.

•    Nearly all items 
in the exhibit are 
informative and 
accurate.

•    The exhibit 
mostly makes 
clear the explorer’s 
background, goals, 
where he explored, 
and whether he was 
successful.

•    Students answer 
most questions 
accurately.

•    The exhibit includes 
only a few different 
types of items.

•    Some items 
in the exhibit 
have inaccurate 
information.

•    The exhibit lacks 
clarity about 
the explorer’s 
background, goals, 
where he explored, 
or whether he was 
successful.

•    Students answer few 
of their classmates’ 
questions accurately.

•    The exhibit includes 
only one or two 
types of items.

•    Numerous 
inaccuracies appear 
in the exhibit.

•    The exhibit fails 
to make clear 
the explorer’s 
background, goals, 
where he explored, 
or whether he was 
successful.

•    Students cannot 
answer their 
classmates’ 
questions accurately.

DIRECTIONS

HMH KIDS DISCOVER

Exploring the 
Americas

Grade 5
© Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. All rights reserved. 

Performance Guidelines and Rubric

DO NOT EDIT--Changes must be made through “File info” 
CorrectionKey=NL-A

Two activities at the end of each 
magazine provide fun, hands-on 
project ideas and help teachers 
assess students’ comprehension. 
The activities are fully supported 
with rubrics and step-by-step 
guidance for utilizing the activities 
as performance tasks.

As students participate in 
collaborative discussions, the 
grade-level rubrics can be used 
to guide teachers’ observations 
of language proficiency. These 
rubrics can also be used to 
communicate student language 
expectations to both students 
and their families.

Performance Task Rubrics

Collaborative Discussion  
Rubrics for English  
Language Development

5



Rubrics Ed: Your Friend in Learning

Ed: Your Friend in Learning is 
a system that personalizes 
the classroom experience, 
helping teachers create 
assignments and survey 
performance with ease 
while engaging students 
with intuitive content 
pathways.

Teachers are able to:

• Review individual student  
scores on assessments

• View assessment reports   
for individual students

• View a Performance Report   
for all or individual classes

• View class proficiency on   
an individual assessment

• View a distribution of class 
proficiency across assessments

• Manually create groups 
of students or receive 
recommendations for groups 
based on completed online 
assessment performance

• Create assessments using 
exiting items from an item bank

Proficiency Chart showing class  
average by performance band

Class Average for Individual 
Assessments with pop-up details
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Student Growth
A Vision for 

In Partnership with

 Visit us online to start the adventure for your classroom 

hmhco.com/intosocialstudies

Kids Discover® and design is a registered trademark of Kids Discover, LLC. Into Social Studies™, The Learning Company™, Ed Your Friend in Learning®, Houghton Mifflin Harcourt®, and HMH® are trade-
marks or registered trademarks of Houghton Mifflin Harcourt. © Houghton Mifflin Harcourt. All rights reserved. Printed in the U.S.A. 10/18 WF469444 Z-1747307

HMH Into Social Studies was built in partnership with Kids Discover® to 
develop a program that supports both ELA and social studies requirements, 

promoting cross-curricular instruction. 

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH

    The 

hmhco.com


