
Program Overview

GRADES K–6



Engaged Students 
Grow into Participatory Citizens

Students are naturally curious about the world around them and with the right 
tools and support can become meaningfully engaged with that world.

Deliver social studies content that develops the critical-thinking, analysis, 
reading, and writing skills necessary to grow students into global thinkers by 
using magazines that fit easily into daily lessons. Social studies skills lay the 
groundwork for future leaders, thinkers, and participatory citizens.

Let’s Get Into Social Studies!



A revolutionary, integrated, and 
comprehensive K–6 social studies  
program that is differentiated by design 
and built with Kids Discover® to  
help students reach new levels of 
engagement and teachers reach  
new levels of efficiency

Make a Difference: 
Flexibility & Context  
in Learning

Teaching Support: 
Invest in You 

Student Outcomes: 
Inspire Global Thinkers

Culture of Growth: 
Foster a Learning Mindset 
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Make a Difference with Flexibility     

     and Context 
Into Social Studies® provides a way to integrate essential nonfiction content while 
meeting literacy goals, helping you make the most of every minute. In just a short 
amount of time, students have the opportunity to develop strong contextual 
foundations on which they can build knowledge. 

Teach social studies where it fits into your day—a dedicated social studies class, 
integrated reading block, independent reading time, centers, or reading log.
Provide both hands-on and digital access to digestible and immersive content 
as well as activities that appeal and excite.

With the HMH Go™ app and additional digital tools, students are supported 
through curated content that meets their needs.
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The Power of Partnerships

Through partnerships with notable organizations such as HISTORY®, HMH® delivers 
enriched social studies content and provides new opportunities to engage 
students and inspire curiosity.

HISTORY videos transport students into what 
they are studying, providing them with an 
unforgettable experience that shows them 
what it means to be a part of history.

Into Social Studies was built in partnership 
with Kids Discover to develop a program 
that supports both ELA and social studies 
requirements for reading and critical-thinking 
skills for confident cross-curricular instruction.

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH

America 
Heritage and Culture
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As our world changes, students must learn to adapt and understand it as 
more than just members of a classroom community, but rather as global 
members of society. 

By connecting students to meaningful, authentic content and supporting 
reading and writing skills, Into Social Studies expands perspectives and 
invites understanding for all learners.

Into Social Studies Students Are

Empowered Learners
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Foster a Culture  
of Growth 
Students experience growth in their  
understanding and learning through  
lessons designed to invite discourse  
and foster community. Show students 
the value and importance of 
becoming engaged citizens.

Invest in You
Lead the classroom as a cultural 
conduit for learning. Embedded 
support helps you save time on 
planning, allowing you to focus on 
what matters most. Effectively and 
efficiently impart the importance of 
critical-thinking and analytical skills 
for students. 

Inspire Global Thinkers
Captivating content and intuitive  

technology put students in charge of  
learning and strengthen critical reading  

and writing skills. Support students as 
they develop into global thinkers and  

empowered learners.
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Ed ®, the HMH learning platform, makes interactive lessons and planning 
possible with one simple platform. Prepare students to be globally aware 
and active participants in their communities. Use the Ed platform alongside 
magazines to foster civic pride and career ambition with tools that work 
directly in lessons both online and offline.

I N V E ST  I N  YO U,  T H E  T E A C H E R

Technology to    

 Enhance Instruction
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With Virtual Classroom, you can launch video chat sessions without ever leaving Ed. 
Students are able to join the Virtual Classroom via their Ed accounts, removing the need to 
remember an additional username and password. Launch a video chat/virtual classroom 
directly from Ed to support virtual/blended learning.



Teacher’s Guides provide support, suggestions, and links to integrate print and digital 
components, explicit vocabulary instruction, reading and skills support, differentiation 
options, primary sources, cross-disciplinary links, performance tasks, and assignments.
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HMH KIDS DISCOVER

Leaders and 
GovernmentSchool to Home Newsletter

Content to Learn
Your child is about to begin
studying how people govern
themselves. Here are some topics 
the class will be reading about in 
Leaders and Government:

•    United States citizens have
rights and responsibilities.

•    People follow laws made by
their local, state, and national
governments.

•    There are many nations in the
world, and each nation has its
own leaders and follows its
own laws.

•    Nations help each other solve
problems, and share aid,
resources, and culture.

Activities to Try
•    Invite your child to imagine

that the two of you are the 
mayors of your community. 
List what you would do to 
make your community a 
better place to live. Then help 
your child read the list to 
other family members and
have them vote for the idea 
they like best. You may even 
want to write a letter to the 
real mayor to tell him or her 
about your idea.

•    Talk with your child about 
voting. Then make a family 
decision, such as what to have 
for dinner or what to do this 

weekend, by voting. Relate 
this experience to voting on 
community issues, state issues, 
and voting for the President of 
the United States.

•    Share news stories with your
child about problems and 
conflicts between neighbors 
in your community or 
between nearby communities. 
Discuss how they resolved 
their differences. Did
government officials help 
solve the problems? Were 
any laws broken or any new 
laws created? Compare these 
situations to the ways that 
different countries try to solve 
problems and conflicts.

Ideas to Discuss
•    Why do people need 

governments? What would 
happen if people did not obey 
the laws that governments 
make?

•    What do good citizens 
do? What rights and 
responsibilities do children 
have as citizens? How could 
you help others in your 
community?

•    What government job do you
think you would like to have?
Why? What would you want 
to do if you were elected?

Books to Read

We the Kids: The Preamble to 
the Constitution of the United 
States by David Catrow. Dial 
Books for Young Readers, 
2005.

When Penny Met POTUS by 
Rachel Ruiz. Capstone, 2016.

Monster Needs Your Vote by Paul 
Czajak. Mighty Media Kids, 
2015.

© Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. All rights reserved. © Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. All rights reserved. 
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HMH KIDS DISCOVER

Leaders and Government

ambassador

noun

Leaders and Government

election

noun

Leaders and Government

capital

noun

Leaders and Government

embassy

noun

Leaders and Government

citizens

noun

Leaders and Government

government

noun

Leaders and Government

consequence

noun

Leaders and Government

government service

noun

Leaders and Government

Vocabulary CardsGrade 2
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Name

DIRECTIONS

HMH KIDS DISCOVER

Leaders and 
Government

Step 1 Gather information to plan your chart. Review the Magazine 
to identify the three branches of government. What are their 
responsibilites? Who are their leaders?

Step 2 Decide what information and pictures you will include in your 
chart. Take notes and gather pictures.

Step 3 Create your three-column chart about the three branches of 
government.
• Include the names of important leaders in each branch.
• Add visuals to help communicate your ideas.

Step 4 Present your chart to a group.

Rubric

Score 4 Score 3 Score 2 Score 1

•    Chart shows full 
understanding 
of the 
responsibilities 
of different 
branches of 
government.

•    Chart is 
accurate 
and includes 
information from 
the text.

•    Ideas are 
supported with 
appropriate 
pictures.

•    Chart 
shows some 
understanding 
of the 
responsibilities 
of different 
branches of 
government.

•    Chart is mostly 
accurate and 
includes some 
information from 
the text.

•    Some ideas are 
supported with 
appropriate 
pictures.

•    Chart shows little 
understanding 
of the 
responsibilities 
of different 
branches of 
government.

•    Chart is 
sometimes 
accurate but is 
missing some key 
information from 
the text.

•    Few ideas are 
supported with 
appropriate 
pictures.

•    Chart does 
not identify 
the branches 
of government 
or shows no 
understanding 
of their 
responsibilities.

•    Chart is 
inaccurate and 
is missing several 
pieces of key 
information.

•    Ideas are not 
supported with 
pictures.

Make a Chart
Follow the steps to make a chart about the branches of government.

Performance Guidelines and RubricGrade 2
© Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. All rights reserved. 
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HMH KIDS DISCOVER

Skills
Main Idea and Details (continued)

Read the following paragraph. Then complete the chart 

below. Add details that support the main idea.

Our town is planning a new community center. The center will be 

big enough for special events. It will have classes and fun activities for 

adults. It will also have after-school programs for children. Our new 

community center will have something for everyone!

 

Apply What You Learned

Reading Social Studies
© Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. All rights reserved. 

Reading Social Studies
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HMH KIDS DISCOVER

Skills
Name 

Main Idea and Details
DIRECTIONS  Read the information. Identify the main 

idea and details. Then apply what you learned.

When you read for information, look for the main ideas  

and important details.

1.  The main idea is the most important part of what you are 

reading. In most paragraphs, the first sentence tells the  

main idea.

2.  The details explain the main idea. They most often follow the 

main idea sentence.

Read the following paragraph. Then draw a box around 

the main idea. Underline the details.

There are many ways you can help in your community. You might 

work at a food bank. You can clean up a wildlife area. Neighbors 

might need your help in their yards. You can help to make your 

community a better place.

Why It Matters

Practice the Skill

Reading Social Studies
© Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. All rights reserved. 

Reading Social Studies
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Practice the Skill

Reading Social Studies
© Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. All rights reserved. 

Reading Social Studies
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Teacher’s Guide

Vocabulary Support Performance 
Guidelines & Rubrics

Skills Support

School to  
Home Newsletter  

(English & Spanish)



I N V E ST  I N  YO U

What Teachers Need to

  Make an Impact
Into Social Studies delivers concise and appropriate social studies content 
that can be easily incorporated within a variety of classroom schedules. 
The immersive program also provides the reading support and scaffolding 
needed to prepare students for successful futures. Content is available 
online in Spanish and English, including audio, for all Student Magazines.

Standards-based objectives in the Teacher’s Guide 
align to social studies content and ELA standards. 

Connect
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Our Big Country

These children live near 
a desert where the soil 
has lots of clay in it. The 
clay is used to make 
adobe for homes.

These children live near 
the ocean, too. Sea 
animals are an important 
part of their diet.

We have a big country. Some people 
live near mountains. Some people live on 
plains. Some live near water. 
No matter where people live, everyone needs 
food, clothing, and shelter, or a home. 
Everyone also needs transportation, or a way 
of getting from one place to another. And 
everyone likes to have fun. 
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Link to Visual Arts
Have children work in pairs to use blocks to construct a model of a 
house for a particular kind of place—cold, hot and dry, or wet. They 
can use the picture on Magazine p. 15 as a resource or pictures they 
may find in books or online. Have each pair share their house with 
another pair and talk about how the house offers protection from the 
climate.

For Learners with Disabilities
Encourage children to act out the information provided in the photos. For 
example, they can shiver for the cold photo and wipe their brow for the 
hot photo. They can mime snuggling into warm clothes or playing and 
digging in the sand. 

Remind children that we live in a neighborhood and that the 
neighborhood is part of a town or city. Explain that the town or city 
is part of our country. Draw children’s attention to the pictures on 
Magazine pp. 14–15. Explain that there are many different kinds of 
places in our country. Remind children that these places can be near 
oceans, rivers, and lakes. They can be in, on, or near mountains, plains, 
and valleys.

Main Idea
Use the following questions about the photos to help children 
understand that the places people live affect their choices in clothing, 
shelter, and transportation.

• Compare and Contrast Which children live near the ocean? 
the children in the wet place and the children in the cold place How 
are the children dressed differently in these places? The children 
in the wet picture are wearing bathing suits and the children in the 
cold picture are wearing warm coats, hats, gloves.

• Describe Look at each photo. Say one thing the children in the 
photo are doing. Responses will vary. Possible responses: playing in 
the sand; playing in the snow; hiking

• Draw Conclusions What are the children in the wet photo 
doing? playing in sand on a beach Would the children be able to 
do this same activity in the cold place? no Why not? They would be 
too cold and there would not be sand to play with. What might they 
choose to play with in the cold place? Possible response: snow

• Use Vocabulary Find pictures of two kinds of transportation. 
Name them. snowmobile or sled, bus Find a picture of a type of 
shelter. Children should locate the adobe building in the hot place.

Map and Globe Skills: Read a Map
Use a map or globe to show the class where the children in each photo 
might live. For example, the children in the top photo might live in 
Alaska. Children in the bottom left photo might live near a beach in 
Florida or California. Children in the bottom right photo might live in the 
Southwest, such as Arizona or New Mexico.

 Map and Globe Skills: Read a Map

Introduce

Teach

OBJECTIVES

• Identify what all people need in order to live. 

• Explain how the places people live affect their 
clothing, shelter, and transportation.

• LANGUAGE Compare different places shown 
in photos and explain how people live there.

Where We Live

Our Big Country

106  Kids Discover Families Living and Working Together
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE SUPPORT

As children discuss how places affect people’s choices, use the following 
supports: 

• Substantial Provide these sentence frames to guide children in 
participating: In  places, people wear . In  
places, people live in . 

• Moderate Prompt children to jot down words about clothing, 
shelter, and transportation that they can refer to during class 
discussions. 

• Light Encourage children to give reasons to support their thinking 
as they participate in the discussion.

For children who need more intensive support in drawing conclusions, 
meet with small groups or individuals to practice identifying evidence 
from the text. Model for children how to combine evidence from the text 
with what they already know to come to a conclusion. 

Visual Literacy 
Analyze Photos Explain that pictures can give us important 
information about places. The pictures on Magazine pp. 14–15 tell us 
something about how people live in different places. Have children 
work in small groups to ask and answer questions about each of the 
three sets of pictures. Provide them with some questions to guide the 
discussion: 

• What is the weather like in this place? 

• What are the children wearing? 

• What do you think the children like to eat? 

• What kind of transportation do you think they use? 

• What kind of house might they live in? 

• What might they do for fun?

Explain that they may not find the answers to all the questions in each 
picture set. Have each group share their questions and answers with 
the class.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE SUPPORT Help children talk about what they 
see in the photos by asking or questions: Is this a cold place or a hot 
place? Are they wearing jackets or bathing suits?

Critical Thinking: Study Skills
Organize Information Tell children they can use a word web to 
remember new words and understand them better. On a large piece of 
paper, start a word web with the word Transportation at the center. Point 
to the caption by the picture of children at the beach and have children 
find a word that means a form of transportation. (buses) Add the word 
to the web, and then have children suggest more words to complete 
the web. Repeat using Food and Shelter as the center words. Next have 
children choose words to illustrate. Add their illustrations to the webs 
and display in the classroom.

Generalize How would living in a hot place affect what people wear 
and what they do for fun? Possible response: Living in a hot place can cause 
people to wear less clothing or thinner clothing. They choose to do different 
things like hike or cool off in water.

Assess

PAGES 
14–15 

Where We Live 107
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to the web, and then have children suggest more words to complete 
the web. Repeat using Food and Shelter as the center words. Next have 
children choose words to illustrate. Add their illustrations to the webs 
and display in the classroom.

Generalize How would living in a hot place affect what people wear 
and what they do for fun? Possible response: Living in a hot place can cause 
people to wear less clothing or thinner clothing. They choose to do different 
things like hike or cool off in water.

Assess

PAGES 
14–15 

Where We Live 107
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15

Our Big Country

These children live near 
a desert where the soil 
has lots of clay in it. The 
clay is used to make 
adobe for homes.

These children live near 
the ocean, too. Sea 
animals are an important 
part of their diet.

We have a big country. Some people 
live near mountains. Some people live on 
plains. Some live near water. 
No matter where people live, everyone needs 
food, clothing, and shelter, or a home. 
Everyone also needs transportation, or a way 
of getting from one place to another. And 
everyone likes to have fun. 
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Our Big Country

These children live near the 
ocean. In their city, buses take 
people from place to place.

These children live near 
a desert where the soil 
has lots of clay in it. The 
clay is used to make 
adobe for homes.

We have a big country. Some people 
live near mountains. Some people live on 
plains. Some live near water. 
No matter where people live, everyone needs 
food, clothing, and shelter, or a home. 
Everyone also needs transportation, or a way 
of getting from one place to another. And 
everyone likes to have fun. 
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Link to Visual Arts
Have children work in pairs to use blocks to construct a model of a 
house for a particular kind of place—cold, hot and dry, or wet. They 
can use the picture on Magazine p. 15 as a resource or pictures they 
may find in books or online. Have each pair share their house with 
another pair and talk about how the house offers protection from the 
climate.

For Learners with Disabilities
Encourage children to act out the information provided in the photos. For 
example, they can shiver for the cold photo and wipe their brow for the 
hot photo. They can mime snuggling into warm clothes or playing and 
digging in the sand. 

Remind children that we live in a neighborhood and that the 
neighborhood is part of a town or city. Explain that the town or city 
is part of our country. Draw children’s attention to the pictures on 
Magazine pp. 14–15. Explain that there are many different kinds of 
places in our country. Remind children that these places can be near 
oceans, rivers, and lakes. They can be in, on, or near mountains, plains, 
and valleys.

Main Idea
Use the following questions about the photos to help children 
understand that the places people live affect their choices in clothing, 
shelter, and transportation.

• Compare and Contrast Which children live near the ocean? 
the children in the wet place and the children in the cold place How 
are the children dressed differently in these places? The children 
in the wet picture are wearing bathing suits and the children in the 
cold picture are wearing warm coats, hats, gloves.

• Describe Look at each photo. Say one thing the children in the 
photo are doing. Responses will vary. Possible responses: playing in 
the sand; playing in the snow; hiking

• Draw Conclusions What are the children in the wet photo 
doing? playing in sand on a beach Would the children be able to 
do this same activity in the cold place? no Why not? They would be 
too cold and there would not be sand to play with. What might they 
choose to play with in the cold place? Possible response: snow

• Use Vocabulary Find pictures of two kinds of transportation. 
Name them. snowmobile or sled, bus Find a picture of a type of 
shelter. Children should locate the adobe building in the hot place.

Map and Globe Skills: Read a Map
Use a map or globe to show the class where the children in each photo 
might live. For example, the children in the top photo might live in 
Alaska. Children in the bottom left photo might live near a beach in 
Florida or California. Children in the bottom right photo might live in the 
Southwest, such as Arizona or New Mexico.

 Map and Globe Skills: Read a Map

Introduce

Teach

OBJECTIVES

• Identify what all people need in order to live. 

• Explain how the places people live affect their 
clothing, shelter, and transportation.

• LANGUAGE Compare different places shown 
in photos and explain how people live there.

Where We Live

Our Big Country

106  Kids Discover Families Living and Working Together
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example

related form

synonym

antonym

de�nition

phrase

collocation

alternate meaning

cognate (language)

KEY

vote

vote of confidence

voter

votar (Spanish)

  electelegir (Spanish)

selectelection

democracy

republic

república (Spanish)republican

a government of
elected leaders who
make decisions on

behalf of the people

pledge allegiance
to the republic

choose someone
for public office

choose 

make an official
choice for something

constitution

constitución (Spanish)

constitutional

U.S. Constitution

laws

system of laws 
for governing

Words About Government by the People

reject

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH

Early Romans
THE MAKING OF A REPUBLIC

Setting the 
Twelve Tables

CAESAR(NOT THE SALAD)!
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Language Objectives
• Acquire and use vocabulary.

• Evaluate word choices.

• Combine clauses to connect 
ideas.

Use the Vocabulary Network 
to help students expand their 
understanding of the concepts in 
Early Romans. This network shows 
the relationships among selected 
words’ examples, related forms, 
synonyms, antonyms, definitions, 
phrases, collocations, alternate 
meanings, and cognates. At least 
two of these words are vocabulary 
words. Other words are drawn from 
the Magazine, and represent words 
important to key ideas presented in 
the text.

Distribute the blank 
 Vocabulary Network to 

students. Provide the starting 
words. Work with students to 
complete the networks for each 
word. You may also ask students 
to work in pairs and then share 
and compare their work with 
classmates.

Vocabulary Network

Early Romans 483
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day 1

LANGUAGELANGUAGELANGUAGELANGUAGE
X-X-RRAAYYAYAAYAX-RAY

connect to text

At a Glance - Day 1
essential Question

objectives

Materials

standards Focus

 vocabulary network

Zoom in on the Genre

Zoom in on words and Phrases

Zoom in on cultural references

Use the Language X-Ray to prepare for teaching 
Early Romans. Use it to plan, support, and scaffold 
instruction in order to help students understand 
the text. 

Zoom In on Cultural References

The Magazine has several references to American historical figures and to the three-part system 
of government in the United States. All students may not know that George Washington was 
the nation’s first president, as well as an important cultural and political figure. Similarly, remind 
students that the United States has a federal government with three parts—the presidency, 
Congress, and the Supreme Court. 

In addition, some students may have come from politically oppressive countries where there is little 
criticism of the government. Be sensitive to the discomfort these students may feel as you discuss 
the images in the Magazine and to the ways in which art can make a political statement.

Zoom In on Genre

In many social studies texts, the authors must use transition words to show time, or sequence. 
These words help readers understand the order of events. There are many sequence transition 
words, such as eventually and later. 

Eventually, a government was formed. 

Later, Octavian agreed to share leadership. 

Use the following passage from the text to help students understand key words that show 
time order. 

Beginning in 341 BCE, the Romans waged a series of wars to take over neighboring lands. They 
first defeated the 30 allied cities called the Latin League. Then they conquered the Etruscans to 
the north of Rome and the Samnites to the east. Finally, the Romans took over the Greek colonies 
in the south. 

Zoom In on Words and Phrases

the rightful king = the person who should be king according to law

city-state = a city and the area around it that has its own government

town square = an outdoor central meeting place for residents

absolute power = control by one person who shares power with no one else

model citizen = someone who follows rules and performs duties well

indoor plumbing = water, baths, and toilet inside a home

public fountain = a supply of water pumped into a small pool

political unrest = disagreements or fighting about laws and government

alliance = a union between leaders or countries that agree to work together

Early Romans

Access and Equity

480 Kids Discover World History: The Classical World
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Language X-Ray provides critical 
information to help you guide English 

learners in analyzing text features 
of a particular genre; understanding 

challenging words, phrases, and 
idiomatic language; and recognizing 

cultural references they will encounter 
in the magazines. 

Vocabulary Network encourages 
students to learn new vocabulary 
words that are topically related 
to the key content of each 
magazine. The semantic maps 
allow students to discover the 
relationships among words and 
to use those connections in their 
language development. 

Differentiated Instruction for All Learners
The tools in Into Social Studies build a strong knowledge base and promote 
effective expression for all students—from struggling readers and learners with 
disabilities to English learners and advanced learners. 

Grade 6, Teacher’s Guide, page 483

Grade 6, Teacher’s Guide, page 480
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Teacher’s Corner®

10

Teacher’s Corner
Introducing 

HMH Professional Services supports you with connected and continuous 
professional learning to help you get started and implement your program 
successfully. Together, we help create meaningful learning experiences to 
prepare students for college, career, and civic life. 
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Curated, Trusted Content 
There’s no shortage of free resources online, but 
with Teacher’s Corner, professional learning and 
instructional recommendations align to research-
based practices. Hear from prominent thought 
leaders, experienced coaches and former  
teachers, and practicing teachers.

On Demand, But Not One-Size-Fits-All
On-demand professional learning in Teacher’s 
Corner gives you curated professional learning 
content to support your program use, organize 
your classroom, and learn (and share!) best 
practices with the teaching community. 

We want you to feel confident teaching with our programs—and that comes with ongoing support. 
Teacher’s Corner® gives you the support you want with an ever-growing library of professional  
learning resources from authentic classroom videos to tips from other teachers and our team of 
experienced coaches. 

So whether you want to quickly prep for a lesson or invest time in your professional growth, we have  
trusted resources to enhance your instruction and classroom tomorrow.

Welcome to Teacher’s Corner. 
A Place Just for You. 
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12

Live Community Support
Whether they have a question or 
want implementation advice, our Live 
Events offer teachers opportunities 
to connect with HMH coaches and 
each other. Teachers can register for 
these online sessions that feature 
everything from groundbreaking new 
author research to group discussions 
facilitated by other teachers. 

Teacher’s Corner includes access to on-demand solutions-specific teaching 
resources as well as printable parent/caregiver support tools in both English and 
Spanish. Additionally, you can attend live, online events with your colleagues.

Getting Started
Build teacher confidence with 
resources focused on setting 
up the learning environment, 
pacing and prioritizing 
instruction, and more. 

Instruction
Relevant and Ready for Tomorrow’s
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Nationally Recognized Professional Learning 
HMH is a selected Professional Learning 
Partner Guide provider for program launch 
and ongoing teacher and leader support.

Extend Your 
Professional 
Learning
Whether you are interested in focusing 
on instructional best practices, 
deepening your content knowledge 
at each grade level, or closing the 
achievement gap, HMH Professional 
Services can provide the support you 
need to grow your practice with online 
coaching, courses, and professional 
learning communities. 

Award-winning HMH Coaching Studio 
platform allows you to stay connected with 
your coach and your colleagues, share and 
upload resources, and access a library of  
on-demand lesson-modeling videos.
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Lessons present the opportunity for students to imagine, think, and partake in 
hands-on activities, so they are always processing information. Grade-level 
topics presented in a high-interest manner foster students’ innate curiosity 
and keep them coming back for more!

Captivate
 Students with Interactive Learning

Engaging, bite-size content introduces a  
new experience each day using vivid 
images and specific objectives to make 
understanding content achievable. 

Consumable footprint enables students 
to own their knowledge and build their 
personal library. 

Motivating and streamlined magazines offer topic-based informational readings 
to keep students focused and make learning an adventure.  

Grade 3, Mapping Our World, pages 6–7

14

6

Water Fountain

Cash Machine

Parking

Water Fountain

Cash Machine

Parking

Water Fountain

Cash Machine

Parking

Legends and scales. Are we talking 
about dragons or about maps? 
Both! Hundreds of years ago, 
mapmakers drew the parts of the 
world that they knew. Some drew 
legendary creatures – dragons, 
monsters, and sea serpents – 
beyond the places they knew. One 
globe even has the words “Here 
Be Dragons.” Today, people know 
much more about the world.

On a map, the legend is a key. 
Small pictures or symbols on 
the map represent things, and 
the legend tells you what those 
things are. Many maps use the 
same symbols. A red cross may 
mean a hospital. A dollar sign may 
indicate a bank. And, on a map, a 
scale is not part of a dragon. It’s a 
way to show the real distance.

Legend
The legend shows what the 
symbols, or small pictures, 
on the map mean.

READING 
MAPS

Use this legend to find 
a water fountain. How 

many are there? 
Find the water fountain 

that is closest to the 
first aid station. 

TRY THIS!

Compass Rose
This is a direction 
marker. Arrows or 
lines point to north, 
south, east, west, 
and the places in 
between. 

Scale
The scale shows what 
a distance on the map 
is equal to in the real 
world. One inch on the 
map is the same as 
100 feet on Earth. 

To get from the 
ticket booth to the 

roller coaster, in 
which direction 
would you have 
to walk? Is the 

entrance east or 
west of the 

bumper cars?

TRY THIS!

Use a ruler to figure 
out distance on the 

map. How many 
inches is it from the 
Ferris wheel to the 
entrance? How far 
is that in the real 

world? How far is it 
from the parking lot 

to the carousel?

TRY THIS!

Legend

mapping_our_world_6-7_v3.indd   2 4/24/17   10:31 AM

7

Inset 
Sometimes you want a 
closer look at something. 
You need an inset map, a 
small map set inside a larger 
one, to get more detail. Can 
you find the sand castle in 
the mini golf course?

mapping_our_world_6-7_v3.indd   3 2/24/17   9:11 AM



Prepare students with social studies skills that 
elevate their capacity as learners. Into Social Studies  
puts students in the driver’s seat by supporting  
inquiry-based learning pathways and providing  
opportunities to question, explore, examine, and create. 

Interaction with primary sources gives students the experience of thinking and acting like historians.

Compelling Questions frame the teaching and learning inquiry 
path and support intellectually challenging content.

Integrated activities and 
projects guide students to 
demonstrate what they
have learned through 
performance tasks.

18

Activities

Suppose you work for your community 

government. Your job is to give 

presentations about the community to 

newcomers. You want to explain how and 

when the community was established; 

how individuals and families contributed 

to the founding of the community and its 

development; how it has changed over 

time; factors that have contributed to its 

growth and change. Work with one or two 

classmates to prepare the presentation. 

Use maps, photographs, oral histories, 

letters, newspaper articles, and other 

primary sources to tell your community’s 

story. Then practice and make the 

presentation for your class.

A time capsule is a container 

of pictures, papers, and 

objects for people in the 

future to discover. Suppose 

you were to make a 

time capsule about your 

community. What would 

you include? What would 

help people in the future 

understand the history of your 

community? Collect or create 

photographs, pictures, and 

newspaper articles about 

your community in the present 

and the past. Put them in 

a box or other covered 

container. Before 

you “bury” the 

capsule, compare 

the contents with 

the contents of other 

capsules. Talk 

about why you 

chose to include 

what you did.

PREPARE 
AND MAKE A 

PRESENTATION

PREPARE A TIME 

CAPSULE

Communities_Change_18-19.indd   18

4/24/17   2:08 PM

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH

Communities 
Change

Communities_Change_FC_NL.indd   1

4/5/17   12:32 PM?

Communities 
Change
Students will learn about the different ways that  

communities change over time and the reasons  

for those changes.

At the end of this Magazine, your students will have 
the opportunity to complete two performance-task 
activities:
• Prepare and make a presentation for newcomers to 

their community.
• Prepare a time capsule to help people of the future 

understand their community. 

Magazine Activities Preview

COMPELLING QUESTION
How and why do communities change?

Communities Change 141
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Activities

Suppose you work for your community 
government. Your job is to give 
presentations about the community to 
newcomers. You want to explain how and 
when the community was established; 
how individuals and families contributed 
to the founding of the community and its 
development; how it has changed over 
time; factors that have contributed to its 
growth and change. Work with one or two 
classmates to prepare the presentation. 
Use maps, photographs, oral histories, 
letters, newspaper articles, and other 
primary sources to tell your community’s 
story. Then practice and make the 
presentation for your class.

A time capsule is a container 
of pictures, papers, and 
objects for people in the 
future to discover. Suppose 
you were to make a 
time capsule about your 
community. What would 
you include? What would 
help people in the future 
understand the history of your 
community? Collect or create 
photographs, pictures, and 
newspaper articles about 
your community in the present 
and the past. Put them in 
a box or other covered 
container. Before 
you “bury” the 
capsule, compare 
the contents with 
the contents of other 
capsules. Talk 
about why you 
chose to include 
what you did.

PREPARE 
AND MAKE A 
PRESENTATION

PREPARE A TIME 
CAPSULE

Communities_Change_18-19.indd   18 4/24/17   2:08 PM

Grade K, Teacher’s 
Guide, pages 18–19

Grade 3, Teacher’s Guide,  
page 141

Grade 3, Communities Change,  
page 18

One child,  
one teacher,  
one book,  
one pen  
can change the world.

— Malala Yousafzai, helping  
to solve a problem in her  
home country of Pakistan*

*From Malala Yousafzai’s speech at the  
Youth Takeover from the United Nations,  
United Nations. July 12, 2013.

good_citizen_sp5_B.indd   7 1/19/17   2:31 PMgood_citizen_sp5_B.indd   6 1/19/17   2:31 PM

ENGLISH LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT

Explain to children the importance of all people contributing to the 
discussion. Give children a list of phrases that may help them contribute 
to the discussion such as “I agree with you, however…” and “That’s a good 
idea, and I also think that…” If children are still having trouble adding to 
a conversation, consider using a talking stick. The person with the stick 
(object) needs to add something relevant to the conversation before they 
can give the stick to another child.  

PAGES 
10–11  

Malala Yousafzai Malala Yousafzai, a young girl in Pakistan, 
desperately wanted to attend school—a school her father founded. 
Many children, especially girls, are not allowed to attend school in 
Pakistan. Malala fought for the right for girls to attend school. Because of 
this activism she became a target for the Taliban. On her way home from 
school in October 2012, she was shot. She survived the shooting and 
continued to speak out on the importance of education for everyone. 
She was invited to give a speech at the Youth Takeover at the United 
Nations on her 16th birthday. She was then awarded the Nobel Peace 
Prize. She was the youngest person to ever receive this award.

Critical Thinking Skills: Solve a Problem
Have children name the three problem-solving steps. 1. Identify the 
problem. 2. Think of ways to fix it. 3. Choose the best solution.

Explain that Malala used these steps help her solve her problem about 
not being allowed to go to school. Ask a volunteer to identify Malala’s 
problem. Discuss ways Malala could fix this problem. Invite a volunteer 
to share the solution Malala chose.

 Critical Thinking Skills: Solve a Problem  

Primary Source

Malala Yousafzai’s Speech to the United Nations, July 12, 2013

Explain to children that Malala Yousafzai stood in front of leaders from 
around the world and said the words: “One child, one teacher, one book, 
one pen can change the world.” 

Analyze Source Play the telephone game. Say to the first person 
“Malala is a very brave young girl.” See how the message changes when 
it gets all the way through the class. Explain that when messages go 
through many people they can sometimes get drastically changed. 
However, Malala’s words were written down by people who were at her 
speech. Her speech was also recorded by video so we could see her and 
hear her words firsthand.

Consider having children watch a portion of Yousafzai’s speech. Search 
the Internet under the key term Malala Yousafzai U.N. speech. 
In your search, videos of the speech will also appear.

LEARN MORE ONLINE!

Learn more about Malala’s story. 

• Malala’s Story Why was Malala afraid she would be punished for 
going to school? She was not allowed to go to school in her country. 
What does Malala give speeches about now? She gives speeches 
about letting girls go to school.

Summarize Why did Malala talk at the United Nations? What did she 
talk about? She wasn’t allowed to go to school in her country and that 
made her mad. She spoke about letting girls go to school.  

Assess

Being a Good Citizen 19
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It’s all about content with 
context. Into Social Studies 
informs future citizens by 
providing relevant content to 
encourage learning moments 
in your classroom.

Interactive maps include videos, diagrams, 
and more to bring the stories students 
read to life. 

Interactive timelines let students see 
history through the lens of culture.

and Connects
Content That Extends

Putting high-quality content in the hands of students from the earliest years 
empowers them with the choice to discover information that captivates them 
and fuels their love of learning. Accessible content that students want to 
engage with nurtures their desire to connect with the world and sets 
a standard for learning. 

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH

Weather
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NO TRAINS 
NO TRACKS
NO TICKETS

NETWORKING 
TO FREEDOM

SECRET SIGNS

CODE NAMES
FALSE BOTTOMS

Underground Railroad 

HIDDEN ROOMS
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HMH In the News invites you and your 
students to choose a customizable design for 
the homepage that you can come back to 
for new stories, features, and polls. Stories are 
written for different reading levels and can be 
searched for in the archive.  

HMHfyi offers texts and sources for research 
and extended reading, including links to 
current websites and tips for reading texts.  

Family Room provides bite-size tips and videos to help support 
families and caregivers engage their children at home. 
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   Grow into Global
Students Start Local & 

As a directed pathway from teacher-led analysis to student-owned reflection, 
reading and writing strategies guide students in annotating for comprehension. 
As students mark up their magazines, they consider what they’ve read, 
formulate questions, examine author intent, and clarify their thinking.

Connect the people, places, and things around students that help shape their 
world. Expand K–2 student understanding of their classroom and community 
to prepare them for what’s to come.

18

K–2 students use vibrant magazines to understand content geared directly 
toward their grade level, such as how their school fits into a community.

Grade K, Neighborhoods, pages 14–15

14

Tasha and Jerome’s school is part  
of the neighborhood. 

School

This is Tasha’s 
classroom. Mr. 
Robinson is her 
teacher. 

Ms. Largo is the 
school nurse. 
She helps sick 
children. 

This is Jerome’s 
classroom.  
Ms. Lu is his 
teacher. 

Classroom

Classroom
Clinic

Classroom Classroom

Principal’s office
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15

Tasha and Jerome eat 
lunch in the cafeteria. 
The cafeteria workers 
serve food that’s good 
and good for them.

This is the library. 
It has lots of books. 
Mr. Kapoor is the 
librarian. He’s in 
charge of the library. 

Tasha and Jerome’s school 
has a playground.

Mrs. Drake is the principal. She’s 
the head of the whole school. 

Classroom

Principal’s office

Library

Cafeteria
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The engaging, grade-level appropriate magazines focus on the first places 
younger learners encounter in their communities and help them understand 
how they and their classrooms fit into the big picture. 

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH

Maps and Globes
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A World of Culture
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I N S P I R E  G LO B A L  T H I N K E R S

As students rise through grade levels, their global understanding becomes 
more developed and nuanced. Grades 3–6 students will connect the past 
and present to learn how events through history influence current events.

Strengthen these connections in the world students see every day with 
magazines that use globally minded content to bring students closer to  
being participatory citizens in the world around them. 

   That Count
Students Make Connections
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Context develops global thinking. Creating engaged citizens of the world starts 
with exposing students to life beyond what they already know and experience. 

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH
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THE 
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Roman Empire

Quid novi?
Translation: “What’s new?”
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Learning is a social act.

The social nature of learning requires building 

relationships and engaging with people of many abilities 

and beliefs. Students work collaboratively, developing an 

essential skill for participation in the workplace and in 

civic life.

National Council for the Social Studies

Learning Mindset
Unlock the Power of a

A classroom thrives when it functions as a community where all student voices 
are heard and respected. This, in turn, teaches students to listen and appreciate 
the voices of others, empowering them to be strong citizens.

The need for critically curious and analytically skilled learners is increasing 
every day. When interpreting information, gathering research, or connecting 
the context of world events, students need the support and encouragement 
of teachers and peers. 

Student confidence grows with a mindset focused on learning and exploring. 
Give your learners the opportunity to make their own new connections and 
strengthen those that already exist.

F OST E R  A  C U LT U R E  O F  G R OW T H
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Growth-minded students are active members of their classrooms. They are doing the 
work that their teachers are facilitating; they are asking questions, taking risks, using 
feedback, and focusing on tasks. Into Social Studies supports a learning mindset and 
ensures every student has a voice.

Student engagement thrives in Into Social Studies classrooms using the support of 
their own words in a Vocabulary Network, which builds a participatory community.

Nurture curiosity and excitement with Compelling Questions that set the stage for 
investigations and offer relevant and deep questions to encourage student reflection.

Additional project-based learning activities allow students choice and control over 
educational outcomes. Authentic reading of topically based magazine content 
without the traditional textbook scaffolds encourages students to productively 
struggle and take ownership of their learning.

Prepare Your Students  
for College, Career, & Civic Life
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F OST E R  A  C U LT U R E  O F  G R OW T H

Vibrant Magazines
for Social Studies Instruction

KINDERGARTEN
THE WORLD AROUND US

Being a Good Citizen

Flags & Other Symbols

Jobs

Maps

Neighborhoods

Past & Present

History: A Celebration

GRADE 1
FAMILIES LIVING &  
WORKING TOGETHER

Rules & Laws

Neighborhood Helpers

Maps & Globes 

Where We Live 

Weather

U.S. Symbols

Holidays

Yesterday & Today

The American People

Goods & Services

GRADE 2
NEIGHBORHOODS &  
COMMUNITY

Leaders & Government  

Location

North America

Communities & Resources

Family Histories 

America’s Beginnings

Heroes

Culture

Why People Work

GRADE 3
COMMUNITIES  NEAR & FAR

Mapping Our World   

Communities  

U.S. Geography

People & the Environment  

Protecting Resources

Communities Change   

Amazing Inventions 

Ancient Civilizations  

The First People   

Settling the Land

Role of Citizens  

How America Works  

America: Heritage  
and Culture 

Culture: Expressions  
Around the World 

Producers & Consumers  

Saving & Spending    

GRADE 4
AMERICAN STATES & REGIONS 

Geography

U.S. Landscapes

Climate

Conservation

Pre-Columbian People  
of America 

All About Regions

The Northeast

The Southeast

The Midwest

The Southwest

The West

How Americans Live

How Government Works

Inventions

Our North American Neighbors
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GRADE 5*
THE UNITED STATES  
(Full Survey)

 Regions of North America

 Eastern Woodland Indians

 Plains Indians

 Southwest Peoples

 Northwest Coast Peoples

 America 1492

 Exploring the Americas 

 Early Settlements 

 13 Colonies

 Declaration of Independence

 American Revolution

 Revolutionary Women

 George Washington

 Thomas Jefferson

 Benjamin Franklin

 The Constitution

 American Government

 The New Nation

 Lewis & Clark

 Westward Expansion

 Pioneers

  Industrial Revolution in 
America 

 Immigration

 Civil War

 Underground Railroad

  Postwar Change 
and Growth 

  Early 20th Century  
in the U.S.

 Teddy Roosevelt

 Suffragists

 World War I

 Inventors & Inventions

 Great Depression

 World War II

  Mid-20th Century 
in the U.S.

  Civil Rights

 Into the 21st Century

 Greece’s Golden Age

 Early Romans

 Roman Empire

  Christianity & Rome’s Legacies 

 Early Middle Ages  

 Vikings

 African Kingdoms

 East Asian Civilizations  

 Aztecs

 Incas

 First Americans

 Byzantine Empire  

 Muslim Empires  

 High/Late Middle Ages 

  Renaissance & Reformation  

Age of Exploration & 
Colonization  

Australia & the  
Pacific Islands 

Enlightenment  

Industrial Revolution

Age of Imperialism

Nationalism

The Great War 

The Second World War

Communism  

The World in the 21st Century  

GRADE 6*
WORLD HISTORY 
(Full Survey) 

 World Geography 

 Climate & the Environment

 World’s Early People

 Mesopotamia

 Ancient Egypt

 Archaeology

 Language

 Ancient India

 Ancient China

 Olmec & Maya  

 Ancient Hebrews

 Ancient Persia

 Indian Empires 

 China’s Empires

 Great Wall of China

 Early Greeks

Flexibly Teach 5th and 6th Grade Content 
The United States: Beginnings 
Through the Civil War

The United States: Reconstruction 
Through the Present

World History: The Ancient World 
Through the Renaissance

*Bundles available. Full sets 
need not be purchased.  

Get Into Social Studies 
with flexible content 
for all K–6 students! 

HMH Into Social Studies 



Student Growth
A Vision for 

In Partnership with

 Visit us online to start the adventure for your classroom at 

hmhco.com/intosocialstudies
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